


2  H ILLBARN THEATRE -  SEASON 86

Community partnerships are among 
the most meaningful gifts a nonprofit 
organization can receive. While financial 
contributions keep programs moving 
forward, gifts of time, expertise, and 
hands-on service strengthen an organization 
in equally important ways. When businesses, 
civic organizations, and volunteers invest 
their talents in a community institution, 
they become true partners in its mission, 
ensuring that it remains a welcoming 
place where people gather, learn, create, 
and connect. These partnerships multiply 
the impact of every donated dollar while 
building a stronger, more vibrant community.

That spirit of partnership was on full display 
on May 30, when Hillbarn Theatre welcomed 
an outstanding team of volunteers from 
Rebuilding Together Peninsula. Guided 
by its mission to repair homes, revitalize 
communities, and rebuild lives, Rebuilding 
Together extends its expertise beyond 
individual residences to nonprofit 
organizations that enrich the communities 
they serve. Supported by a generous 
$5,000 project budget and an estimated 
$2,500 in skilled volunteer labor, Executive 
Director Melissa Lukin and her dedicated 
crew donated a full day of service to 
improve Hillbarn’s campus. Their generosity 
leaves a lasting impact that will benefit our 
artists, students, volunteers, and audiences 
for years to come.

The volunteers accomplished an 
extraordinary amount in a single day. They 
sanded and repainted the rehearsal room 

floor, repaired and repainted the courtyard 
fence, installed new footlights along the 
staircase leading to the mezzanine, built 
two weatherproof storage sheds behind the 
theatre, and completed a variety of much-
needed carpentry projects throughout the 
facility. These improvements enhance the 
safety, functionality, and appearance of our 
theatre while reducing future maintenance 
costs, allowing more of Hillbarn’s resources 
to be directed toward productions, arts 
education, and community programming.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Melissa 
Lukin and every member of the Rebuilding 
Together Peninsula volunteer team for 
sharing their skills, their time, and their 
belief in the value of community spaces. 
Their work is a reminder that a thriving 
theatre is built not only through the 
performances audiences see on stage, 
but also through the generosity of people 
working quietly behind the scenes. 
Partnerships like this embody the very best 
of community spirit, and we are deeply 
grateful to Rebuilding Together Peninsula 
for helping ensure that Hillbarn Theatre 
remains a welcoming home for the arts for 
generations to come.

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS



WELCOME TO HILLBARN THEATRE’S 86TH SEASON.
Before we step onto the pickleball court, I find myself reflecting on the 
remarkable journey that was our 85th Anniversary Season. It was a year 
of celebration, transformation, and extraordinary artistry. Together we 
laughed, questioned, sang, cheered, and even watched a production 
literally fall apart, night after night, in The Play That Goes Wrong. 
More importantly, we celebrated 85 years of a theatre that has always 
belonged to its community.

This past season brought unforgettable milestones. We welcomed record-breaking 
audiences, celebrated critical recognition, honored our history, and reaffirmed what has 
always made Hillbarn special: the people who gather here. Whether you’re a longtime 
subscriber, a first-time patron, an artist, volunteer, donor, student, or staff member, you are 
part of the story that has carried this theatre forward for more than eight decades. Thank 
you for making our anniversary season one we’ll never forget.

As we turn the page to Season 86, our theme, The Stories That Bring Us Together, feels 
especially meaningful. Theatre has always been about more than what happens on stage. 
It’s about what happens between us. Stories create empathy. They spark conversation. 
They remind us that even in our differences, we share far more than we realize. They build 
community.

That makes Jeff Daniels’ Pickleball the perfect way to begin this new chapter.

On its surface, it’s a comedy about one of America’s fastest-growing sports. But beneath 
the laughs is a story about friendship, change, second chances, and the unexpected 
communities we find in the places we least expect. A pickleball court becomes more than 
painted lines and a net; it becomes a gathering place where strangers become teammates, 
rivals become friends, and life continues to surprise us.

In many ways, that’s what Hillbarn strives to be as well.

As you join us for this Bay Area Premiere, I hope you’ll laugh often, recognize a little of 
yourself in these characters, and leave reminded of the simple joy that comes from sharing 
an experience with the people around you. Whether you’ve been part of the Hillbarn family 
for decades or this is your very first visit, we’re so glad you’re here.

Thank you for helping us begin another season of stories, laughter, and connection.

See you on the court.

Steve Muterspaugh 
Executive Artistic Director

OUR MISSION
To create theatre with the community for the community.

VISION
A connected community that creates, experiences and celebrates  

live theatre that tells individual and shared stories.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Hillbarn Theatre acknowledges that it resides on the traditional land of the  

Ramaytush Ohlone people and honors with gratitude the land itself and the people who 
have stewarded it throughout the generations. www.ramaytush.org
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HILLBARN THEATRE & CONSERVATORY 
presents

PRODUCTION TEAM
MARISSA KELTIE / Director

PAMILA GRAY / Lighting Designer

JEFF MOCKUS / Sound Designer 

STEVE MUTERSPAUGH / Scenic Designer

LISA CLAYBAUGH / Costume Designer

ROSIE ISSEL / Properties Designer

MAYA HERBSMAN / Intimacy Director

DAVID ISSEL* / Stage Manager

DARBUS OLDHAM / Master Electrician

CHRIS BEER / Assistant Electrician

COURTNEY MIDDLEDITCH-MORGAN / Scenic Artist

CHRIS BEER / Scenic Artist

ERIC OLSON / Master Carpenter 

NICHOLAS CONRAD / Carpenter

JONAH BUON / Production Assistant

REBECCA VOSS / Interim Production Manager

Special Thanks: Scapes Landscape Company - Scott and Lane Poms and all our volunteer ushers 
for all of their generosity and hard work.

By Jeff Daniels

Originally produced by the Purple Rose Theatre Company. Jeff Daniels –Artistic Director, Katie 
Hubbard – Managing Director.  The production was directed by Rhiannon Ragland. Assistant 

Director Lucas Daniels.
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CAST
ERIN GOULD / Larry

WILL LIVINGSTON / Spike

RICH MATLI / Ralph

CHRIS REBER* / Sheldon

REBECCA SCHWEITZER* / Billie

IMRI M. TATE / Perfect
   

STEPHEN MUTERSPAUGH
Executive Artistic Director

SARAH JEBIAN 
Conservatory Director

ERIC OLSON
Technical Director 

MARIE SHELL
Production Manager 

SKYLAR ROSE ADAMS
Outreach Programs Manager

PAM LAMPKIN
Development Associate

EVE CHENEY
Office Manager, Box Office 

MICKEY SKINNER
Box Office Associate, Casting Associate 

JACQUELINE GUTIERREZ 
Box Office Associate

NINA FARABEE 
Box Office Associate

JUDIE GEE
Box Office Associate, Front of House Manager

KEVIN LOW
Front of House Manager 

HILLBARN STAFF

WENDY MILLER
President

MICHELLE AYOOB
Vice President

DAVID GRISHAM
Treasurer

SARA STEPPE
Secretary 
Liz Buljan
Doris Duncan 
Richard Huebner
Anthone Jackson
Nilofer Motiwala
Jan Pickering
Paul Regan 
Dara Silverstein
Robert Sloss 
Helena Ting
Frederick Umminger 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1285 East Hillsdale Blvd., Foster City CA 94404
650-349-6411 / boxoffice@hillbarntheatre.org 
hillbarntheatre.org

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association.  
This theater operates under an agreement  
with Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage Managers in  
the United States. 

The sound & lighting designers are 
represented by United Scenic Artists local 
USA-829 of the IATSE.
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CHRIS REBER* (Sheldon) 
(he/him) earned his MFA 
from The Actors Studio 
Drama School in NYC. 
Hillbarn credits: It’s Only 
A Play, Anything Goes, 
A Christmas Carol, and 

The Full Monty. TheatreWorks: Peter and 
the Starcatcher, Cyrano, Rags, and Come 
From Away; SF Playhouse: A Christmas 
Story, La Cage aux Folles, Jerusalem, 
and Company; Jewel Theatre: Pump Boys 
and Dinettes, Arcadia, Gunmetal Blues, 
Guys and Dolls, Talley’s Folly, and Next to 
Normal. 
IG: @bulldogjones

REBECCA 
SCHWEITZER* (Billie) 
(she/her) is delighted to 
be part of this wonderful 
production.  She was 
last seen as Carol in 
Hurricane Diane at 

Aurora. In addition to the Aurora, she’s 
performed locally at Marin Theatre, Center 
Rep, SF Playhouse, PCPA. Her voice 
can be heard in a wide variety of video 
games, (The Walking Dead, Back to the 
Future, World of Warcraft: Legion, League 
of Legends), as well as in TV and Radio 
ads. She also narrated the audio tour for 
the first major museum retrospective 
of Tamara de Lempika for the DeYoung 
museum in San Francisco. This, along with 
all endeavors, is dedicated to her mother 
and grandfather whose love and support 
have been the foundation for her success. 
She would also like to thank her husband 
for his unwavering support.

IMRI M. TATE (Perfect) 
(they/them) is an actress 
and creative based in the 
Central Valley passionate 
about the Bay Area 
theatre scene. You may 
have seen them in Kiny 

Boots with Mountain Play as Lauren, as 
The Narrator in Collabwerks’ Midsummer, 
as Louise in Shotgun Players’ production 
of Sunday In The Park With George or 

CAST BIOS
ERIN GOULD 
(Larry) (he/him) is 
ecstatic to join this 
incredible cast and crew 
in his first Hillbarn show. 
Recent performances 
include Becoming A 

Man (Z Space) & The Motion (Shotgun). 
Regional appearances include work at 
SF Playhouse, Town Hall, Marin Shakes, 
The Freight and Altarena. He is a writer/
director/producer with Minimum Wage 
Entertainment as well as a musician under 
the name ECHO – his latest release ‘Fever 
Dream’ now available on BandCamp and 
all of your listening platforms! 
IG: @iameringould

WILL LIVINGSTON 
(Spike) (he/him) is 
thrilled to be returning to 
Hillbarn after appearing 
in Plaza Suite last 
season! Regional credits 
include Romeo and 

Juliet (Tybalt) with New Cannon Theatre 
Company, A Christmas Carol with Center 
Rep, Little Women (u/s Laurie/John/Bhaer) 
with TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, and In 
Love and Warcraft (Male Ensemble) with 
City Lights Theatre Company. Originally 
from Charlotte, North Carolina, he holds 
degrees in Drama and Psychology from 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.  
IG: @livingston.will

RICH MATLI (Ralph) (he/
him) Rich is very excited 
to be hitting the Hillbarn 
Stage for the tenth 
time!! Past favorites 
include Ragtime, Grapes 
of Wrath, and A Little 

Night Music, where he met his wife. This 
performance, as are they all, is for Sarah. 
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Frankie in MMTC’s production of Jagged 
Little Pill. Imri is ecstatic to be working 
amongst this lovely community of artists 
and hopes you enjoy the show! 

CREATIVE TEAM
LISA CLAYBAUGH (Costume Designer) 
has more than 30 years’ experience 
in costumes. Her work was last seen 
in Theatreworks Silicon Valley’s The 
Employee Dharma Handbook, Silicon 
Valley Shakepeare’s Much Ado About 
Nothing, and Hillbarn Theatre’s Plaza 
Suite. Lisa is based in the SF Bay Area 
and by day is the Assistant Costumer at 
Theatreworks Silicon Valley. She also 
designs for many other theaters including 
Musical Theatre Works, Palo Alto Players, 
Capital Stage, West Vallet Light Opera, 
and Sunnyvale Community Players. She 
holds degrees in Dance and German 
Translation from Rutgers University. She 
is grateful for the support of her family, 
especially Marc, Aidan and Xander.

PAMILA GRAY (Lighting Designer) 
Pamila’s most recent design for Hillbarn 
Theatre was The Play That Goes Wrong. 
Her work in the Bay Area also includes 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, San Jose 
Rep, American Musical Theatre San Jose, 
Marin Theatre Company, Opera San Jose, 
West Edge Opera, and Palo Alto Players. 
She has been a working designer for 30 
years, and her designs have been seen 
in Los Angeles, Sacramento, Portland, 
Houston, Dallas, Chicago, Minneapolis/
St. Paul, Colorado Springs, Ft. Lauderdale, 
and Washington, D.C. Ms. Gray is a 
graduate of Northwestern University and a 
member of United Scenic Artists. 

DAVID ISSEL (Stage Manager) David is a 
long-time Hillbarn alum, having appeared 
onstage in several shows including 
Newsies, The Producers, Clue and Sound 
of Music.  David has also worked as crew 
and ASM on numerous shows at Hillbarn 
and WCT over the last 12 years. He most 
recently was the Stage Manager for What 
the Constitution Means to Me at Hillbarn.

ROSIE ISSEL (Properties Designer) 
(she/her) This is Rosie’s 21st show 
as Properties Designer for Hillbarn 
Theatre. She has also designed props for 
Lamplighters, Coastal Repertory, WCT, 
RCCT, SMHS, and Serra High School. What 
began as a volunteer opportunity has 
grown into a creative passion, allowing 
her to learn new skills (that don’t include 
how to play pickleball) and collaborate 
with many talented people—including, on 
occasion, her husband, David. “Pickleball: 
Where age is just a number, and so is the 
score”

MARISSA KELTIE (Director) Marissa is 
excited to be back at Hillbarn Theatre 
after directing Plaza Suite last season. She 
has also served as an educator, director, 
and artistic director of several drama 
programs for Bay Area middle and high 
schools. As an actor she has worked at 
Jewel Theatre, Symmetry Theatre, Magic 
Theatre, Marin Theatre Company, Cal 
Shakes, Shotgun Players, Crowded Fire, 
Custom Made, Central Works, California 
Theatre Center, San Francisco Playhouse, 
Berkeley Playhouse, & Impact Theatre.

JEFF MOCKUS (Sound Designer) 
(he/him) For Hillbarn: The Play That 
Goes Wrong, Songs For A New World, 
What the Constitution Means to Me, 
Cinderella, Murder For Two, Plaza Suite, 
Fly By Night, Daisy, Anastasia, Wait Until 
Dark, Always... Patsy Cline, Something 
Rotten (BATCC Award), Once, RENT, and 
Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery.  
He has previously served in residence 
for TheatreWorks, San Jose Rep, and 
PCPA, and now as a lecturer for Ohlone 
College’s Department of Theatre & Dance.  
He composed and sound designed 
Winchester Mystery House’s 2023 and 
2024 “Unhinged” haunt experiences, as 
well as “Alice’s Dream” for Googleween 
2024. soundcloud.com/jeff-mockus
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It is lovely to return to Hillbarn Theatre after directing Plaza Suite last season. I am so 
grateful to be back with this incredible artistic community, and especially thankful for the 
opportunity to bring Jeff Daniels’ Pickleball to the stage in this Bay Area premiere.

At first glance, Pickleball is a fast-paced comedy about an increasingly competitive sport 
and the different personalities who inhabit the court. But beneath the quick wit, outrageous 
misunderstandings, and laugh-out-loud moments lies something much more meaningful. 
This play is about community. It is about the unexpected friendships that grow when people 
show up for one another. It reminds us that sometimes family can be found in the people 
who cheer us on, challenge us, make us laugh, and ultimately help us find our place. In a 
world that can often feel divided or isolating, stories that celebrate connection, kindness, 
and shared humanity feel especially important to share.

Comedy has always held a special place in my heart. I have long been drawn to broad 
comedy, farce, and the beautiful precision that comes with making an audience laugh 
together. There is something wonderfully unifying about laughter. For a few hours strangers 
in a theatre become a community, just like on a pickleball court. Comedies remind us to find 
joy amid the chaos, to laugh at ourselves, and to recognize the wonderfully imperfect ways 
we all navigate life.

Working on this production has been an absolute joy. Every rehearsal was filled with 
generosity, creativity, and a willingness to play. This remarkable cast embraced every 
challenge with fearless commitment and infectious enthusiasm, while our talented 
designers, stage management team, crew, and production staff worked tirelessly to build the 
vibrant world you are about to experience.  

Thank you for spending your time with us today. Whether you’re a seasoned pickleball player 
or have no idea what a dink, a cupcake, or “the kitchen” is, I hope you have a wonderful time 
and enjoy the show! (as well as your surrounding community for the next few hours)

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

FROM THE CONSERVATORY
We've got some exciting programs brewing this fall at the 

Conservatory!

Our flagship Teen Company (ages 13–17) is expanding beyond our 
established Acting program to include dedicated Group Voice classes for 

singers and Movement training.

We're also thrilled to introduce Kids Company and Junior Company for 
students ages 5–12, offering age-appropriate classes in acting, movement, 

and voice.

In addition, we'll be offering master classes and workshops for adult 
learners, as well as launching our Conservatory Training Cohort for pre-

professional actors.

You can learn more about all of these programs on our website. Whether 
you're just getting started or looking to take your training to the next level, 

there's something for everyone. We look forward to seeing you in class!
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L - R: Rebecca Schweitzer*, Imri Tate, Will Livingston, Erin Gould, Chris Reber* and Rich Matli 
*Appears courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association. Photos: Tracy Martin



With a film and television career spanning 
over five decades, actor Jeff Daniels 
has delighted generations with his 
remarkable range, from deep dives into 
flawed, unlikable characters and low-brow 
slapstick to the effortless delivery of 
intellectually elevated dialogue. That 
audiences of all ages appreciate such 
different facets of his talent speaks to 
Daniels’ expansive and diverse body of 
work, encompassing everything from a 
morally corrupt young husband in Terms of 
Endearment, to his iconic physical comedy 
in Dumb and Dumber, to his Emmy-
winning turn as a cynical journalist in The 
Newsroom, to a terrifying backcountry 
outlaw in Godless, to TikTok memes of his 
head in a toilet.

What many movie fans don’t realize is 
that Daniels refused to be defined by 
Hollywood and built a parallel career in 
theatre and music in his hometown of 
Chelsea, Michigan, population 5,392. After 
ten years sharpening his craft in New York 

theatre and booking a few movie roles, 
he and his wife, with a toddler in tow, 
moved back to Chelsea in 1986. They had 
been high school sweethearts, and had 
parents, family and many friends in their 
hometown. They had two more children, 
and now they have three grandkids nearby. 
In his self-effacing way, Daniels claims 
he couldn’t play the Hollywood game of 
going to parties and premieres, and all the 
schmoozing required. “I just didn’t want 
to live in LA,” he says. “I didn’t know how 
to live in LA. I didn’t know how to raise a 
family in LA.” Neither did he want to raise 
his kids in a celebrity hotspot, where he 
would have to explain to them, “Going to 
an Easter egg hunt at Sly Stallone’s house 
is not normal.”

“I have a Midwestern bullshit detector 
added to my New York theatre experience, 
where we are not actors, we are artists. 
I ain’t buying what Hollywood is selling,” 
Daniels says. “You lose your wife, you lose 
your family, you’re on your third marriage, 

BEYOND HOLLYWOOD: JEFF 
DANIELS’ CREATIVE JOURNEY

Jeff Daniels
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your career fizzles out… I didn’t want to be 
a star. I just wanted to be an actor. That’s 
all I’m trained to do.”

As if to prove that very point, Daniels 
established a parallel career in Chelsea 
when he launched Purple Rose Theatre 
Company (PRTC) in 1991 (named for the 
Woody Allen film, The Purple Rose of 
Cairo, in which he played his first leading 
role). Considered to be one of the nation’s 
top regional theatres, Daniels serves as 
Artistic Director. He frequently directs 
there, and has written and premiered 
over 20 full-length plays. He prefers local 
talent to pound the boards at PRTC, but 
he’s returned to Broadway three times 
since moving back to Michigan. He was 
Tony-nominated for Leading Actor in the 
roles of Atticus Finch, the righteous small 
town lawyer in To Kill A Mockingbird; Ray, 
the sexual abuser confronting his past, in 
Blackbird; and Alan Reille, a self-absorbed 
corporate attorney, in God of Carnage.

Daniels is also an accomplished 
songwriter and guitarist, and has 
performed over 200 sold-out concerts 
across the country, performing his 
country-blues infused songs, written in the 
nostalgic, humorous vein of John Prine. “I 
enjoy it, because I have complete creative 
control, when I pick up a guitar and sit 
in a chair and do 90 minutes,” he says. 
“No one tells me what to do, there are 
no notes, there are no studio executives.” 
In late August, 2026, he will open a new 
music venue in Chelsea, called JD’s Stage 
Bistro. “I’ll basically have a place to play 
now, and drive 10 minutes into town and 
play in front of 140 people, with a great 
sound system.” He is also committed to 
showcasing local and regional musical 
talent, and sums up the reason why: 
“Because the music business is so brutal. 
In the old days when Elton and Bruce and 
Sting could have songs on the radio and 
make money? Gone. Gone. So how do 
musicians make money? They play out, 
they gotta tour. So give the musicians this 
incredible sound experience, the audience 
the same thing, and be happy doing that.”

In 2022, Daniels premiered Pickleball, and 

it became the best-selling show in Purple 
Rose Theatre’s history. His inspiration 
for the play was a call from his wife one 
summer when he was working out of town. 
“I get a phone call from my wife, going, 
‘pickleball!’ In 42 years, I have never 
heard her say that word, pickleball! She’s 
saying, ‘I’m playing pickleball and I’m 
getting lessons and I’m doing dink drills, 
we’re doing dink drills tomorrow at the 
pickleball place and I have a coach!’ And 
I’m going, ‘What, what do you…what?’”

He was intrigued by the social fervor 
around the game, but when he tried it, 
it wasn’t for him. “I mean, to me, it’s like 
I’m drinking paint. Paint! And all of us are 
drinking paint and I’m getting lessons in 
how to drink paint. I’ve got a sommelier 
for the paint. You stand there. It’s like 
half-court basketball for elderly people.”

He may not have taken to the sport, but 
he used the setting as a springboard for a 
play about aging, community, friendship, 
marriage, grief, regret, competition, and 
the cosmic joy of playing pickleball.

Ready, set, dink!

 

THANK YOU TO  
OUR SPONSORS
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Hillbarn Theatre Inc. 
is a tax-exempt  

501 c (3) organization,  
tax ID number 
94- 6121747.

To Invest in Your Future and the Future of Hillbarn Theatre by 
Contributing to the Annual Fund Campaign

TAKE A SEAT CAMPAIGN

Why not create a legacy for a family member or loved one, applaud a friend or mentor, 

acknowledge an anniversary, or celebrate your own passion for theatre? Now’s the 

time to make your love for and dedication to Hillbarn Theatre known by joining our 

seat naming campaign. For just $300 secure your commemorative gold plate plaque 

with the message you would like to convey on the armrest of your chosen seat, $1000 

guarantees your exclusive armrest plaque!

GIFTING STOCKS

Reduce your capital gains taxes by gifting a highly appreciated 

security at its present market value to Hillbarn Theatre Inc.

HOW TO GIVE

By Phone: Call us at 650.349.6411 / Tue.-Fri., 11am-3pm
Online: www.hillbarntheatre.org/donate/
Send checks to: 1285 East Hillsdale Blvd. Foster City, CA 94404
In Person: Drop off your donation Tue – Fri, 11AM – 3PM

USING QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS
If you’ve reached the age where you need to take required minimum distributions (RMDs) 

from your traditional IRAs, you can avoid paying taxes on them by donating that money  

to Hillbarn!

JOIN THE HILLBARN ANGEL SOCIETY

Patrons who include the Hillbarn Theatre in their estate plan create a legacy 

that reflects their passion for the theatre company that gave them a lifetime of 

pleasure and a gateway to a wider world. Hillbarn Theatre recognizes patrons who 

have included the theatre in their estate plans, ensuring that Hillbarn continues to 

delight and challenge audiences for generations to come. 

WE INVITE YOU 
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Patrons who include the Hillbarn Theatre in their estate plan create a legacy 

that reflects their passion for the theatre company that gave them a lifetime of 

pleasure and a gateway to a wider world. Hillbarn Theatre recognizes patrons who 

have included the theatre in their estate plans, ensuring that Hillbarn continues to 

delight and challenge audiences for generations to come. 
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What role will you be playing in Gutenberg! 
The Musical, and how do you connect to 
the role?
TED: I am playing Bud Davenport, one of 
the writers of Gutenberg. I think we both 
relate to these characters’ passion. There’s 
nothing like watching someone jump in the 
deep end to pursue their dreams, regardless 
of whether or not they should. Bud and Deb 
may be losers in life, they may or may not 
be able to write a show, and they may or 
not have done any research, but that hasn’t 
stopped them from trying, and there is 
something deeply relatable about that.
HEATHER: And I am playing Deb (originally 
written as Doug) Simon, the other author 
of the show within the show. I also always 
enjoy stealing roles originated by men. Cast 
me as Henry Higgins next, you cowards!

What are you currently working on (or most 
recent project)?
T: Appropriately for a show where I’ll literally 
be wearing a lot of hats, I've been bouncing 
between being onstage and directing. 
This past spring I performed in Play that 
Goes Wrong at Hillbarn while preparing 
to direct Gilbert and Sullivan's Iolanthe at 
Lamplighters Music Theatre, which went 

up in July. And right now I'm gearing up 
to associate direct Sweeney Todd at San 
Francisco Playhouse next summer.  
H: I just performed in Come From Away 
at TheatreWorks, which felt like a nice 
homecoming (I worked there in various 
backstage/admin capacities from 2007 to 
2023). By day, I’m the Associate Director of 
Marketing at Berkeley Repertory Theatre.

How did you first encounter this story?
T: I saw a production a long time ago at 
the Exit Theatre in San Francisco, and I 
fell instantly in love with it. Heather’s been 
listening to me rant about how fun it is for 
the length of our relationship. When Steve 
Muterspaugh emailed us to pitch doing it for 
Hillbarn, she saw the email first and told me, 
“Okay, I have news and you’re going to be 
really excited, but I need you not to scream.” 
I was not successful.
H: I actually went to high school with one of 
the guys in that Exit Theatre production, so 
there was all kinds of buzz about it among 
my friend group at the time; but I didn’t end 
up seeing it, which I regret. I literally hear 
people gush about it to this day! And not 
just my husband! Shoutout to Austin Ferris 
and Joey Price. Anyway, like a lot of people, 

OCT 8 - NOV 1, 2026

“Gloriously silly and irresistibly 
inventive” (The New York Times), 
this cult-favorite musical follows two 
aspiring writers who perform every 
role in their dream Broadway show—
armed with nothing but cardboard 
props, baseball caps, and boundless 
imagination.

Book, Music, and Lyrics by Scott 
Brown and Anthony King
Directed by Chris Reber

UP NEXT AT HILLBARN

HEATHER ORTH TED ZOLDAN
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I think it really got on my radar when it was 
on Broadway with Andrew Rannells and 
Josh Gad and social media was flooded with 
clips of the various famous people they had 
cameo each night in the show. The energy 
was so wholesome yet simultaneously 
unhinged, it finally gave me the push to dive 
into the cast recording, and I was hooked.

What is it about Gutenberg! The Musical 
that excites you most as a performer?
T: I think it's Bud and Deb's friendship. 
Getting to play people who really enjoy each 
other's company is so fun onstage. They just 
like each other so much and that's a lovely 
space to live in. I've wanted to do this show 
for years; that I get to do it with my ACTUAL 
best friend, the comedy (and life) partner I 
trust most in the world, is beyond my wildest 
dreams.
H: Personally, I'm in it for the money. We're 
getting paid, right? Steve?

What aspect of this story are you most 
looking forward to sharing with Hillbarn 
audiences?
H: Oh gosh, it’s just so silly, in the best 
possible way. And I find silliness to be such 
a welcome refuge, personally, both as a 
performer and as an audience member. 
Somebody going on stage, putting on a 
trucker hat that says “Townsperson” and 
singing an earnest, beautiful song about 
being an illiterate German? Absolute 
smooth-brained nonsense, plug it directly 
into my veins.

T: It's a joy bomb; good-hearted, high 
energy, a little crass, and deeply uninhibited. 
The tone isn't so much tongue-in-cheek as it 
is tongue-halfway-up-your-own-nose. I love 
this show.

When have you felt most connected to a 
community through theatre?
H: I’m Bay Area born and bred, and our 
local theatres have been my community 
my whole life. My parents, Robyn and Til 
Tribuzi, were the dance and music teachers 
at San Mateo High School, respectively, 
and they worked at places like Broadway 
By the Bay and Hillbarn and 42nd Street 
Moon and American Musical Theatre of San 
Jose all the time while I was growing up. I 
did crew on A Little Night Music at Hillbarn 
when I was sixteen. I child-wrangled on 
TheatreWorks shows in my early twenties. 
Marketing for Bay Area theatre became my 
career. Every friend I’ve ever had (aaaaaand 
everyone I’ve ever dated), I met through 
theatre. It’s the most vital thing in the world 
to me.
T: I always want to be in a theatre. I just 
pretty much always want to be here. It’s my 
favorite thing in the world. Theatre IS my 
community, whether I'm working on a show 
or in the audience. There's just something 
wonderful about getting to see a world 
being brought to life by creativity and 
passion, even, or perhaps especially, if that 
world is made up of two cheerful idiots and 
a bunch of hats. 

Book, Music, and Lyrics by Scott 
Brown and Anthony King
Directed by Chris Reber



DONORS + SPONSORS
The following donors made gifts between July 16, 2025 - July 15, 2026

INVESTMENT PRODUCER ($10,000+)
Margot & David Cookson • Wendy Miller & Homer Wong • Ashish & Nilu Motiwala

Paul & Barbara Regan • State of California • Lisa & Matthew WolfKlain

PRODUCER ($5,000+)
55+ Club • Valerie Brown • Liz Buljan • Nidhi & Somesh Dash
Jennifer Normoyle & Kim Erlich • Barbara Fallon • Jan Half

Pam Lampkin & Bob Zipkin • Desmond Lee • Dr. Stephen & Mrs. Jan Pickering
Dara & Brian Silverstein • Rotary Club of Foster City Foundation

Gerard & Krista Terstiege

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER	
($2,500+)
Anonymous
City of Foster City
Ellyn Corey
David & Michelle Grisham
Steven Hibshman
Richard Heubner  
Jerry & Eve Lerman
Lions Club of Foster City
Sunil & Mary Kate Nagaraj
Lori Paulin & Tim McDonnell
Katherine & Robert Sharp
Bob & Elaine Sloss
Sara & Steve Steppe
Robert & Juliane Sullivan
George & Ann Sundby

PLAYWRIGHT ($1,000+)
Mark Allen 

Anonymous
Brett & Michelle Ayoob
Dana Ayoob
Dan & Terre Bechtel
Dick & Kate Breaux
Elizabeth Cain
Rock  Collins
Cesar & Rebecca Cervantes
Citizens Business Bank
Brian & Mary Lee Delehanty
Dr. Doris Duncan 
Joanne Engelhardt
Nancy & Ron Garret
Jim & Karen Gernand
Saili Gosula
Cheryl Grantano Rich
David & Michelle Grisham
Rumana & Michael Jabeen
Louise Karr
Linda Keith
Elena Kozak

Barbara Lewis
Susan Lindstrom
Etsy Lohnberg
Peter Loranger & Georgia 
	 Marszalek
Ed Messinger
Melly Metcalf
Carol & Michael Ramsay
William Regan
Kamila Rakhimova & 
	 Michael Baldwin
Manfred & Margit Roland
John & Reva Segall
Silicon Valley Community 
	 Foundation
The Law Sun Community 
	 Fund
Helena Ting 
Frederick Umminger & 
	 Tonya Lang
Patti & Tim Warner

Your generous support is more than a gift to 
Hillbarn Theatre—it’s an investment in the 
shared joy, connection, and creativity that live 
theatre brings to our community. Because of 
you, our artists take the stage, our students find 
their voice, and our stories come to life night 
after night. In a world that often rushes past 
meaningful moments, your support helps create 
a place where we can slow down, laugh and cry 
together, and feel something real. Thank you for 
being part of this magic—not just as patrons, 
but as partners in every standing ovation.
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Shireen & William Wetmore
Tyler WolfKlain 

DIRECTOR ($500+)
August & Carol Benz
Peggy Berlese & David Goss
Rich & Joan Biederman
Dianne Bishop
Geraldine Blatt
Stephen Buchner
Len & Diana Campagna-Pinto
Kelly Carcione
Craig & Jeanette Courtin
Cathy Gawne
Gail Gorton
Norman Utigard & Elizabeth  
	 Hawley
Deborah Hoffman
Sarah Jebian 
Kenneth Jew
Art & Janis Keisel
James Kleinrath DDS &  
	 Melody Singleton
Lana Lau
Melissa Lukin
Madrona Charitable Fund
Marv Marshall
Valerie & Daniel Meyer
Hailey MIller
Phyllis & Steve Moore
Jean Munson
Gayle Notowitz
Sylvia Payne
Veril Phillips
Vivianne Ratinoff
Scott Reardon
Chris Reber
Catharine Riggs & Jon Witte
Andrew & Barbara Rosenberg
Heather Sanders
Lynn Sanford
Brandon & Lauren Savage
John & Pamela Scott
Frank Seebode
Elizabeth & Steve Seem 
Maureen Simons
Nancy Tuck 
Jack & Judy Warner
Diana Witzell

SUSTAINER ($250+)
Steven Anthony
Adriene Bailey

Jeff & Phyllis Brown
Robert Brush
Mary Theresa Capriles
Steven & Karin Chase
Lisa Chin
Richard & Deborah Dubois
Michael Eager & Susan 
	 Heimlich
Michele Freed
Joan Gorfain
Cliff & Andrea Greenberg
Gary Harris
Ben Hemmen
Kathie Hillier & Bob Boen
James Jordan
Linda Keith
Roosevelt Keyes
Kevin Low
Elizabeth Marr
Tracy Martin
Thomas Miller
Judith Miller Siebenthal
Khinthida Mon
Carol Pex 
Eddie Reynolds
David & Reggie Reynolds
William & Sherrean Rundberg
Kibbie Ruth
William Spain
Jim & June Tilton
Catherine Weidner
Deborah Wilder
Judy Williams

CONTRIBUTORS ($100+)
Michael Abkin
Scott & Pamela Abramson
Robert B. Ames
Sonia Apfelbaum
Karen Arimoto-Peterson
Darrell & Darlene Batchelder
Jill Benitez
Barbara Boccaleoni
Ginny Brooks
Germaine Brown
Fe Casher
Bob Chang
Tuck Chang
Eve Lynn Cheney
Sharon Cummings 
Deanna Dooley
Ron Dickson
Linda Erlich 

David Falconer
Nina Farabee
Michael & Candy Farbstein
James Feit
Maureen Ferro
Duncan Findlay
Laura & Jack Foster
Chester Gabriel
Michael & Cindy Galisatus
Ralph & Jenny Garcia
Barbara Gardyn
Jean Gilbert
Carrie Gordon
Judy Hisaka
Gary Hohl 
William Hyatt 
Anthone Jackson
Helen Jaffe
David Jew
Jennifer Kardos
Bruce Kirschner
Bill Kramer
Marianne Kristofferson
Bernie LaPedis
Stuart Lefort
Big Stosh Lerner
Margaret & Michael Liffman
Ann Lin
Marla Lowenthal 
Carol & Paul Malfatti
Pat Marsala
Melody Marshall
Valerie McNease
Valerie Mersh
Diana Mitchell
Karen Moen
Norlene Mooney
Nancy Morris
Ali & Margaret Motamed
Bruce Mussell
Patricia Nachin
Fred Nidiffer
Charles Ogburn
Donna Ornitz
Nanette Ramos 
Tracy Rampton
Greg Regan 
Jerry Reimann
Katy Rhoades
Josephine Romine
Sharon Safrin
Dennis Setlock
Gus Lopez & May Seto



ANGEL SOCIETY MEMBERS
Rich & Joan Biederman • The Fisher Family Trust* •  

The Estate of Alan Hafter* • Steven Hibshman • Jeff & Christine Krolik •  
The Estate of Adrienne Mitchell* •  The Estate of Cobbey Sova* • 

The Estate of Michael Wisper* • Matthew & Lisa WolfKlain 
* in memorium 

Vincent Siminitus
Gerald & Rebecca Smilovitz
Carol Sobel 
Rita Takvorian
Susan Taylor
Sandra Tilch
Matthew Trent
Lisa & David Valkenaar
Patrick & Marilyn 
Vandenbroeck
Vivian Wang
Alan Wortman

FRIENDS
Cathy Affrunti
Tonya Alhona
Scott Allaway
Jen Aminzade
Deidre Askin
Kirk Baldwin
Kay Bell
David Boyll
Ayanna Brewer
Gillian Brown
Jennie Brown
Matt Buchwitz
Donna Campi
Stephanie Case
Steven Chamow
Gilles Chan Tin
Marc Chopin
Susan Cleaver
Paige Collazo
Michel Conrad
Victoria Cosley
Jim Crampton
Paula Crosatto
LaVonne Drager
Jason Engleman
Diane Ervin
Claudia Ferguson
Ellen Fitzgerald
Jen Galante

Judie Gee
Sophie Giles
Cesar Gonzalez Renteria
Pamila Gray
Louise Gray
Barbara Grele
Deborah Griffith
Anne Hallinan
Jonathan Harvey
Patricia Haupt
Lois & Sanford Heisler
Kate Hendrix
Baba Herrick
Nicole Heuser
Marilyn Higuera
Candice Jaboneta
Anthone Jackson
Dori Jaroslow
Brian Jebian
Edward Joes
Patricia Johnson
Yvette Jonsson
Susan Jung
Judy Kaine
Mark Kitaoka
Marjorie Kobe
William Kovacich
Frances Krug
Michelle Ladcani
Laura Larkin
Christine Lee
Carolyn Leonard
Manuel & Ana Lucas 
Annamarie MacLeod
Deborah Madden
Charles Maguire
Mary Maher
Larry Manning
Theresa Markiewicz
Tanya Melski
Kory Mingus
Charlene Miyashita
Karen Moen

Michael Morris
Joe & Sara Murphy
Meghan Nakamura
Jason Nunan
Kim Overton
David Pearson
William Philbin
Gerard Lawrence Pinto
Vijay Prasad
David Quach
Mona Rakibe
Sharon Rohrbach
Sonya Rowen
Elizabeth Rubin
Marian Rule
Beverly Saylor
James & Kari Schnapp
Sharon Schwartz
Karen Schwarz
Jean Sebring
Fern Seifert
Keh-Li Sheng
Joan Smith
Judy Smith-Kennedy
Helen Stevens
Judy Swanson
Mark Tannen
Sara Toogood
Susan Trubow
Carnell Tyson
Vincent Valladolid
Susan Waltzer
Lauren Wanderman
Danielle Weber
Lynette Westfall
Rita Whiteman
Eugene Zauber
Svetlana Zenkin
Nina Zipkin-Berry 
 
Please let us know of any 
errors or ommissions. 		
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Adventures By The Sea
All That Glitters, Burlingame
American Conservatory Theatre
Bellini Bistro
Berkeley Rep
Brett & Michelle Ayoob
CityLights
Coastal Rep
Crumbl Cookies
CuriOdyssey
Dr. Stephen & Mrs. Jan Pickering
Eve Lynn Cheney
Half Moon Bay Brewing Company
Half Moon Bay Kayak Company
Hillbarn Theatre & Conservatory
Holland America Cruise
In-N-Out Burger
Kayvon Kordestani
Margrit & Fred Roland
Matthew & Lisa Wolfklain
Melissa Wolfklain
Movement Gym Belmont/Climbing and Yoga
Palo Alto Players

Pam Lampkin & Bob Zipkin
Paul & Barbara Regan
Paul Henry
Peninsula Symphony
Professor Sludge, Eric Lenchner
San Francisco Opera
San Jose Stage
Sara & Steve Steppe
Sarah Jebian, Hillbarn Conservatory Director
Shotgun Players
SM County Fair passes
South Bay Musical Theatre
The Clay Room, San Mateo
The Pear Theatre
The Reading Bug Book Store/ 
	 Brandon & Lauren Savage
Theatreworks Silicon Valley
Thomas Fogarty Winery
Top Golf Burlingame
Tori & Jason Burmeister
Tracy Martin Photography
Vivace Restaurant, Belmont
Wendy Miller & Homer Wong

THANK YOU Hillbarn Season 85 Gala Table Sponsors
Dara & Brian Silverstein

Dr. Doris Duncan
Dr. Stephen & Mrs. Jan Pickering

Liz Buljan
Nilu & Ashish Motiwala

Richard Heubner
Wendy Miller & Homer Wong

Fun items and exciting experiences gifted by our generous auction donors helped 
inspire spirited bidding and leveraged critical funds that sustain our productions, 
education programs, and artistic mission throughout the season.



SAVE 25%
Apply your Sound of Music 

ticket to a season subscription.  

GIVE THE GIFT OF LAUGTER, MUSIC, 
AND ROMANCE!

Join us for the final shows of our 2023-24 season.


