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At Hillbarn Theatre, we understand that 
great theatre thrives when it’s shared. That’s 
why we’re proud to share the stage—literally 
and figuratively—with the Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre (DMT) in Hayward, a beloved East 
Bay venue with deep roots in its community. 
Operated by Hayward Area Recreation and 
Park District (H.A.R.D.), DMT has long been 
dedicated to presenting high-quality produc-
tions that enrich the cultural fabric of the 
region. Through its “DMT Presents” series, 
the theatre continues to bring exceptional 
performances to the community.

Last season, our collaboration began with 
a musical close to our hearts: Always… Patsy 
Cline. After opening on the Hillbarn stage, 
the production crossed the bridge for one 
weekend at DMT, reaching new audiences 
and extending the life of our work. The 
results were inspiring for both companies, 
and the seed of partnership was planted.

This made the venue a natural partner for 
Hillbarn, which has its own long tradition 
of drawing audiences from across the Bay. 
In fact, until the 1990s, Hillbarn regularly 
welcomed patrons who traveled from the 
East Bay to Foster City for productions. Over 
time, rising costs made that journey less 
common, and attendance from across the 
bridge dwindled.

This season, our DMT partnership is 
blossoming. Murder for Two will enjoy two 
weekends at DMT before moving to Hillbarn 
for a four-week-end run. Later in the season, 
we’ll open Songs for a New World at Hillbarn, 
followed by a special weekend finale at DMT. 
By sharing rehearsal space and production 
resources, both theaters are able to invest 
more effectively in the shows themselves, 
creating richer experiences for audiences 
while keeping costs sustainable.

This approach ensures that Hillbarn 
continues to be the creative home for these 
productions while leveraging opportunities 
to expand their reach. It’s a smart model: 
by pooling resources, both organizations 
reduce financial risk, increase artistic 
impact, and make the most of every dollar 
invested in producing the shows.

Hillbarn and DMT are part of a growing wave 
of theaters across the country embracing 
collaboration, that go beyond traditional 
co-productions, as a way to sustain and 
grow. Across the nation, theaters are 
discovering that sharing productions, costs, 
and resources can expand audiences, 
support artists, and make ambitious 
projects possible—all while keeping each 
organization strong and locally rooted.

ACROSS THE BAY,  
ACROSS THE STAGE: 
A Partnership in Action 

The Always... Patsy Cline set at Hillbarn

The Always... Patsy Cline set at  
Douglas Morrison Theatre
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NOTE FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Our 85th season is built around a single idea: Transformation. 

Few productions embody that theme as fully as this one. Over 

the course of the evening, two remarkable performers conjure 

an entire cast of suspects and side characters with nothing more 

than their skill, imagination, and timing. With a shift in posture, a 

flick of expression, or a change in voice, they transform before our 

eyes—reminding us of the true magic of live theater. That artistry 

is why I chose Murder for Two as a cornerstone of this milestone season.

Murder mysteries have long been a part of Hillbarn’s history. Over the years, Hillbarn 

has produced everything from tightly wound thrillers, like Wait Until Dark, to come-

dies that lovingly poke fun at the genre, such as The 39 Steps. Each one has invited 

audiences to lean in, follow the clues, and revel in surprise. Murder for Two carries on 

that tradition, but with a playful twist: it’s a whodunit wrapped in a musical, delivered 

with breakneck comedy, and built to delight from start to finish.

And perhaps most importantly—it’s funny. Truly, laugh-out-loud, leave-your-worries-

at-the-door funny. At a time when we could all use a little more lightness, this show 

offers an evening of pure joy: music, mischief, and laughter shared in community.

Thank you for being here to celebrate Hillbarn’s 85th season. May Murder for Two 

leave you smiling, lifted, and reminded of the transformative power of live theatre.

Steve Muterspaugh 
Executive Artistic Director

OUR MISSION
To create theatre with the community for the community.

VISION
A connected community that creates, experiences and celebrates  

live theatre that tells individual and shared stories.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Hillbarn Theatre acknowledges that it resides on the traditional land of the  
Ramaytush Ohlone people and honors with gratitude the land itself and the 

people who have stewarded it throughout the generations. www.ramaytush.org
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HILLBARN THEATRE & CONSERVATORY IN PARTNERSHIP  
WITH HAYWARD AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT

presents

PRODUCTION TEAM
JEFFREY BRACCO / Director

RICK REYNOLDS / Music Director

PAMILA GRAY / Lighting Designer

SAMANTHA SCHROETER / Assistant Lighting Designer

ERIC OLSON / Scenic Designer, Master Carpenter

JEFF MOCKUS / Sound Designer

MADELINE BERGER / Costume Designer

JENNA FORDER / Properties Designer

PAUL HENRY* / Stage Manager

DANIELLE FERGUSON / Master Electrician DMT

DARBUS OLDHAM / Master Electrician HB

CHARLOTTE SAUNDERS / Assistant Electrician

ELIZAR IVANOV / Assistant Electrician

TIM ALLEN / Audio Supervisor

ANNA SHELL / Audio Technician DMT

REBECCA VOSS / Audio Technician HB

MICKEY SKINNER / Audio Technician HB 

COURTNEY MIDDLEDITCH-MORGAN / Scenic Artist

DEVIN GREGORY / Master Carpenter 
NICHOLAS CONRAD / Carpenter 

JOSH KARON / Carpenter 
SABRINA STAFFORD / Production Assistant

MIA HANGAI / Run Crew

Special Thanks:  
    Special Thanks to Douglas Morrison Theatre, Bay Wardrobe Collective, Lynda and Amy Hornada,   

Jack Forder, and all our volunteer ushers for all of their generosity and hard work.

Book & Music by 

Joe Kinosian
Book & Lyrics by 

Kellen Blair

Murder for Two is presented through special arrangement with Murder for Two Musical LLC.  
For more information, please visit www.MurderForTwoMusical.com. 

Murder for Two was originally produced in New York by Jayson Raitt,  

Barbara Whitman, Steven Chaikelson and Second Stage Theatre. 

Murder for Two World Premiere was presented on May 12, 2011 at Chicago Shakespeare Theater,  

Chicago, IL.; Barbara Gaines, Artistic Director, Criss Henderson, Executive Director.  

Murder for Two was developed for Chicago Shakespeare Theater by Rick Boynton, Creative Producer. 
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CAST
KEVIN KELLY* / Marcus

MICHELLE LEMON* / The Suspects

SONG LIST
“Prelude / Waiting in the Dark” - Company

“Protocol Says” - Marcus

“Protocol Says (Reprise)” - Marcus

“A Perfectly Lovely Surprise” - Dahlia

“So...” - Company

“It Was Her” - Company

“A Lot Woise” - Timmy, Yonkers, Skid

“He Needs a Partner” - Company

“So What if I Did?” - Company

“A Friend Like You” - Company

“A Friend Like You (Reprise)” - Marcus

“Henry Vivaldi” - Henry Vivaldi

“Process of Elimination” - Company

“Steppin’ Out of the Shadows” - Dahlia

“Finale (I Need a Partner / Protocol Says)” 	

	 - Company

“Finale Ultimo (A Friend Like You)”

SETTING
An isolated mansion in rural New England, 
present day

STEPHEN MUTERSPAUGH
Executive Artistic Director

SARAH JEBIAN 
Conservatory Director

MARIE SHELL
Production Manager 

ERIC OLSON
Technical Director 

PAM LAMPKIN
Development Associate

EVE CHENEY
Office Manager, Box Office

SKYLAR ROSE ADAMS
Conservatory Outreach Manager 

MICKEY SKINNER
Box Office Associate 

JACQUELINE GUTIERREZ 
Box Office Associate

JUDIE GEE
Box Office Associate, Front of House Manager

KEVIN LOW
Front of House Manager

WENDY MILLER
President

MICHELLE AYOOB
Vice President

DAVID GRISHAM
Treasurer

SARA STEPPE
Secretary 
Liz Buljan
Doris Duncan
Saili Gosula
Richard Huebner
Anthone Jackson
Wendy Miller
Nilofer Motiwala 
Jan Pickering
Paul Regan
Robert Sloss 
Helena Ting 
Lisa WolfKlain

HILLBARN STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1285 East Hillsdale Blvd., Foster City CA 94404
650-349-6411 / boxoffice@hillbarntheatre.org 
hillbarntheatre.org

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association.  
This theater operates under an agreement  
with Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage Managers in  
the United States. 

The sound & lighting designers are repre-
sented by United Scenic Artists local USA-
829 of the IATSE.
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MURDER FOR TWO IS A MURDER MYSTERY LIKE NO OTHER…

On the one hand, the show is an homage to classic murder mysteries that everyone knows and 
loves. It uses all the conventions we have come to expect – a creepy old mansion, an unexplained 
murder, a policeman conducting an investigation and many curious suspects who all have a motive. 
On the other hand, what we may not expect, is that all the suspects in this show are played by the 
same actor! This is where homage becomes parody and parody becomes farce, because in Murder 
for Two, two performers embody every character - all while singing, dancing, playing the piano and 
acting out an incredibly hilarious and deadly story. As one theatre critic said of the show, “It’s all 
fun and games until someone dies, then it’s even more fun!” Murder for Two is tour de force for 
these two actors – and it has been a delightful and exciting challenge for us to create.
 
When Officer Marcus and his partner Lou are called to investigate a murder at the Whitney Man-
sion – they discover it is the famous novelist, Arthur Whitney himself, who has been murdered! The 
author’s not-so-grieving-tea-pushing widow, his feisty, argumentative neighbors, a famous prima 
ballerina, his spunky grad-student-niece and even his pipe-smoking psychiatrist could all be the 
killer! Are the answers found in his celebrated novels? Will Marcus solve the crime in time? Why 
does his widow want everyone to drink tea? And why does the twelve member boys’ choir only have 
three members? To say more would be a crime. Instead, you will just have to sit back and look for 
clues and, hopefully, find some laughs along the way. Enjoy Murder for Two! 

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Kevin Kelly* at the Piano and Michelle Lemon* as all the suspects. *Member of Actors’ Equity Association. Photo: Tracy Martin
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JEFFREY BRACCO (Director) is a director, actor 
and playwright with a thirty-year professional 
career in the United States and Europe. He 
is returning to Hillbarn after directing last 
season’s Daisy. His other Bay Area directing 
credits include Head Over Heels, Million Dollar 
Quartet, M. Butterfly, Les Liaisons Dangereuses 
and Spamalot. Internationally, he directed 
ShakesPod at the Edinburgh Fringe and several 
plays in Paris. Jeff is on the theatre faculty of 
his alma mater, Santa Clara University.

JENNA FORDER (she/her)(Properties Designer) 
is a Bay Area artist, designer and maker. De-
signing sets, props and occasionally mythical 
creatures, she enjoys being a part of the theater 
community. Jenna has been a scenic designer 
and technical director for the Youth Stage 
Conservatory at Berkeley Playhouse Theater 
since 2022. Other companies she works with 
include A.C.T., Ray of Light Theatre, Shotgun 
Players and New Conservatory Theatre Center. 
jennaforder.com

PAMILA GRAY (Lighting Designer) Pamila’s 
most recent design for Hillbarn Theatre was 
Plaza Suite. Her work in the Bay Area also 
includes TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, San Jose 
Rep, AMTSJ, Marin Theatre Company, Opera 
San Jose, West Edge Opera, and Palo Alto 
Players. She has been a working designer for 
30 years, and her designs have been seen in 
Los Angeles, Sacramento, Portland, Houston, 
Dallas, Chicago, Minneapolis/St. Paul, Colorado 
Springs, Ft. Lauderdale, and Washington, D.C. 
Ms. Gray is a graduate of Northwestern Univer-
sity and a member of United Scenic Artists. 

PAUL HENRY* (he/him) (Stage Manager) is 
thrilled to be back at Hillbarn, where he most 
recently stage managed Anastasia last winter. 
Hillbarn audiences may also remember him as 
Billy in Once. Paul’s career spans both perfor-
mance and technical theatre, with a wide array 
of credits across the country. He has worked 
regionally with Berkeley Rep, Shakespeare 
Theatre of New Jersey, Illinois Shakespeare 
Festival, Shakespeare Santa Cruz, PCPA, Ore-
gon Cabaret Theatre, Sierra Rep, Stageworks 
Fresno, among others. He holds a BA in Acting 
from CSU Fresno and is a graduate of PCPA.  
IG: @paulhenry085

CAST BIOS  
KEVIN KELLY* (he/him)
(Marcus) A Central Florida 
favorite known for his wry 
wit, velvet vocals, and devil-
ish delivery, this production 
marks Mr. Kelly’s Hillbarn 
and Bay Area debut. Region-
al credits include La Cage 

aux Folles (Studio Theatre Tierra del Sol), Guys 
& Dolls and Plaid Tidings (Victory Productions), 
The Rat Pack Lounge, My Way, and The Musical 
of Musicals (Winter Park Playhouse), [title of 
show] (Florida Theatrical), and Little Shop of 
Horrors (Gramercy Theatre). Mr. Kelly has also 
been featured as a soloist with the Orlando 
Philharmonic and Sarasota Orchestras. A proud 
member of Actors’ Equity Association, more 
information is available at KevinKellySings.com 
or KevinKellyVocalStudio.com.

MICHELLE LEMON* (she/
her) (The Suspects) is 
jazzed to be making her 
Hillbarn Theatre debut in 
this silly kooky dream show! 
National Tour: My Fair Lady. 
Select Regional Credits: 
White Christmas (The Gate-

way), Chicago (Arts Center of Coastal Carolina), 
A Chorus Line, Cinderella (The Phoenix Theatre 
Company), Something Rotten, Guys and Dolls, 
Crazy For You, Joseph…Dreamcoat (The Sharon 
Playhouse), INDECENT (Playhouse on Park). 
Education: BFA in Dance from the University of 
Minnesota - Twin Cities. Represented by Lohne/
Graham Management. www.michellelemon.com 
@michelleglemon

CREATIVE TEAM BIOS  

MADELINE BERGER (she/her) (Costume  
Designer) is thrilled to be joining the Hillbarn 
family and designing with such incredible 
artists and collaborators! Madeline is a multi-
faceted costume designer and wardrobe stylist 
based in the East Bay. Her work can be seen 
throughout the greater Bay Area, most recently 
with Thirty-Six at Shotgun Players. Madeline 
currently runs a full service costume design 
house and is Director of Bay Wardrobe Collec-
tive, a non profit located in Oakland to provide 
support and community for all costume and 
wardrobe professionals. madelinebergerdesign.
com or baywardrobecollective.org
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JEFF MOCKUS (he/him) (Sound Designer) 
For Hillbarn: Plaza Suite, Fly By Night, Daisy, 
Anastasia, Wait Until Dark, Always... Patsy Cline, 
Something Rotten (BATCC Award), Once, Rent, 
and Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery.  
He has previously served in residence for The-
atreWorks, San Jose Rep, and PCPA, and now 
as a lecturer for Ohlone College’s Department 
of Theatre & Dance.  He composed and sound 
designed Winchester Mystery House’s 2023 and 
2024 “Unhinged” haunt experiences, as well as 
“Alice’s Dream” for Googleween 2024.
soundcloud.com/jeff-mockus

ERIC OLSON (he/him) (Scenic Designer) is 
Hillbarn’s longtime Technical Director and has 
amassed a wealth of theatrical experience 
spanning Bay Area theaters. He has designed 
scenic and properties for numerous Hillbarn 
productions. Some of his most memorable 
worked productions include Plaza Suite, Miss 
Saigon, Little Shop of Horrors, Cabaret, Peter 
Pan, The Full Monty, West Side Story, Mary 
Poppins and Beauty and The Beast. 
 
RICK REYNOLDS (he/him) (Music Director) 
is an award winning music director, musician, 
and orchestrator. His extensive experience 
includes Hillbarn Theatre’s Mainstage, Teen Co. 
and Conservatory, with notable projects like 
Always... Patsy Cline, Sweeney Todd, The Pro-
ducers, Spring Awakening, Fiddler on the Roof, 
and West Side Story. Served as Resident MD for 
Peninsula Center Stage, Palo Alto Players and 
L’ACT and works theatres such as Woodminster, 
TheatreWorks, BBBay and others. Rick collabo-
rates with many of our local schools, colleges. 
He provides music for theme parks, studios, 
and has worked for many international venues 
like Theatre Royal Drury (London) and Royal 
Derngate Theatre (Northampton) and the Pal-
ace (Brighton). BATC, TBA awards for musical 
direction. Orchestration work includes: Jinx the 
Musical and Pitch In.

JOE KINOSIAN (Book and Music) 
Writer/composer/performer, Murder for Two 
(World Premiere, Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
– Jeff Award winner, Best New Musical (with 
co-writer Kellen Blair) and Jeff Award nominee, 
Best Leading Actor; off-Broadway – Drama 
Desk, Drama League, Outer Critics Circle award 
nominations; international productions – Japan, 
Korea, China, England, Argentina, Brazil, Aus-
tralia, Mexico). Writer/composer, It Came From 
Outer Space (World Premiere, Chicago Shake-

speare Theater – Jeff Award nominee, Best 
New Musical). Composer/solo performer, Todd 
vs. The Titanic (World Premiere, Adirondack 
Theatre Festival). Writer/composer/voice actor, 
Let’s Start A Coup! and Very Special Episodes 
(iHeart Originals podcasts). Regional director: 
She’s Alive!, The Foreigner. Regional actor: Two 
Pianos, Four Hands, An Act of God, The Nerd. 
www.joekinosian.com  

KELLEN BLAIR (Book and Lyrics) 
Kellen Blair is the Drama Desk-nominated 
co-creator of Murder for Two, the murder 
mystery musical comedy that ran for a year 
off-Broadway and has been touring internation-
ally since 2014. The show earned Kellen (and 
co-writer Joe Kinosian) the Joseph Jefferson 
Award for Best New Musical Work in Chicago 
and the ASCAP Foundation Mary Rodgers / 
Lorenz Hart Award for their contribution to mu-
sical theater. Kellen’s other work includes Todd 
vs. The Titanic (world premiere: Adirondack 
Theatre Festival, 2024), It Came From Outer 
Space (world premiere: Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, 2022), Scrooge In Love (written with 
composer Larry Grossman), and the Reva Shin-
er Comedy Award-winning Just Between the All 
of Us (world premiere: Bloomington Playwrights 
Project, 2021). www.kellenblair.com  

Learn More about  
advertising your event or 
business by scanning the 

QR code above
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Follow the link
below or scan

the code to 
learn more

hillbarntheatre.org/flex-pass

LET’S BUILD COMMUNITY TOGETHER
Hillbarn Theatre has always thrived through the support of its community, and we are  
excited to grow new partnerships that strengthen both our stage and the vibrant Peninsula 
we all share. We are especially looking to connect with local companies such as Gilead, 
Sony, Visa, Oracle, Electronic Arts, Box, Sares Regis, Heritage Bank of Commerce and 
Webcor, whose values align with creativity, innovation, and community impact. If you 
work with—or know someone at—these organizations, we would love to meet and explore 
opportunities for sponsorships, grants, or collaborative projects. Likewise, we welcome 
conversations with independent businesses, from real estate agents to local entrepreneurs, 
who may be interested in advertising in our programs and reaching our dedicated audience. 
Partnerships like these are not just about supporting theater; they are about investing in 
culture, community, and the joy of shared experiences. If you can offer us a lead, please 
contact Pam Lampkin at pam@hillbarntheatre.org 

FALL TICKETS

Based on the series by  
Stephen Hillenburg
Book by Kyle Jarrow
Musical Production Conceived by  
Tina Landau
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Before algorithms led us to believe that 
swiping left or right was the only way to 
romance, there was SpeedDating (yep, one 
word, and apparently making a comeback in 
2025). In the early 2000s, the cultural impact 
of SpeedDating had us using the format for 
everything from business networking, municipal 
troubleshooting, job interviews, investment 
deals, movie pitches and wine tasting. We have 
BMI Musical Theatre Workshop in New York 
City to thank for using the chemistry-baiting 
method to bring together two fledgling musical 
theatre writers, Joe Kinosian and Kellen Blair. 
They clicked, and kept clicking for the two-year 
duration of the workshop and developed their 
first musical together, Murder For Two. They 
have been collaborating ever since.

The duo presented a showcase of Murder For 
Two and, right out of the gate, three theatres 
were interested in immediate development 
of the unique musical. Lucky for us in the 
Bay Area, San Francisco’s 42nd Street Moon 
was one of those theatres. The company was 
known for producing bare bones productions of 
forgotten, unsung (no pun intended) musicals, 
and had never before produced an original 
play. The tide turned when 42nd Street Moon’s 
founder and artistic director, Greg McKellan, 
saw Murder For Two, and couldn’t wait to bring 
it to Bay Area audiences.

In a running gag that is a little too prescient for 
comfort, the “loopy widow” Dahlia excoriates 
the audience for their disrespect of theatre, 

what with their ringing cell phones and lack 
of enthusiastic applause, and in a jarring 
tangent cites the “the slow, painful death of 
the American theater.” There is a poignant 
resonance to the humor, given that the 
developmental home of Murder For Two, 42nd 
Street Moon, recently closed its doors for good, 
along with many other Bay Area Theatres such 
as the Aurora, California Shakespeare Theatre, 
Pear Theatre, Killing My Lobster, Exit Theatre, 
PianoFight, Bay Area Children’s Theatre, Cutting 
Ball Theater, foolsFury and others, in what San 
Francisco Chronicle theater critic Lily Janiak 
describes as the “industry’s free fall.” What is 
happening in the Bay Area follows a post-pan-
demic trend of national theater closures, 
“pauses,” and lay-offs.

Kinosian and Blair say that their reference 
to the “death of American theater” was, at 
the time, more of a response to the cultural 
shift in theatre that emerged out of the Great 
Recession in the form of the jukebox musicals 
and hastily written Broadway musicals based on 
movies, as sure-fire box office hits. The authors 
wanted to go against that trend, but benefited 
from the the fact that regional theatres were 
looking for smaller, easily produced shows. “But 
there was still a willingness to develop new 
work,” says Blair. “That is not the case anymore. 
Now things have gotten even more challenging, 
and no one knows what the ‘safe bet’ is.”

That said, Murder For Two remains an 
extremely popular and frequently-produced 

JOE KINOSIAN AND  
KELLEN BLAIR:  
The Partners-in-Crime behind Murder For Two
Chris DiStefano* & Rich Gray* in Murder For Two, a The 5th Avenue Theatre/ACT-A Contemporary Theatre production from 2017. 
*Member of Actors’ Equity Association. Photo, Mark Kitoaka.
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show, and opened many doors for Kinosian and 
Blair to write and produce other work over the 
years. “It feels amazing and humbling, and we 
are grateful for this show to get done all of the 
time,” says Kinosian. “A lot of writers didn’t have 
that fire to build upon.”

Blair adds, “It’s fun to know that the show has 
taken on a life of its own. We are also humbled  
to see it performed in other languages, to see 
the programs in languages you can’t read.”

Kinosian performed in the first productions 
including the one at 42nd Street Moon, and 
continues to perform and music direct the 
show throughout the country. “I still discover 
new things in working with other actors, and 
with new directors and musical directors,” says 
Kinosian. “Kellen and I developed the show 
alone, saw it as “ours,” and in the beginning 
stages we always knew what was best for the 
show. Now, I am better at taking in new ideas 
and perspectives. Now when I see another 
actor’s performance, I say to myself, ‘why didn’t 
I bring a notebook to take notes on that?’”

The two writers have an undeniable chemistry 
that was born from a shared love of Marx 
Brothers movies and nights out at New York 
City’s Film Forum to see classic murder 
mysteries. “It was a great meeting of shared 
interests and sensibilities,” says Blair.

“There have been challenges and disagree-
ments along the way,” says Kinosian, “but that 
doesn’t change the fact that we care about 
each other a lot, and we both put our whole 
life into the pursuit of the craft. Even in those 
moments when it has gotten contentious, I 
appreciate how good Kellen is, not just coming 
up with great lyrics and good jokes, but he 
is a good diplomat. It’s almost like marriage 
vows - there was a reason you fell in love with 
this person.”

Blair agrees. “You hear about great writers that 
stopped writing together when ego got in the 
way. It helps that we are both concerned with 
being good people.”

Both are excited about their current project, 
based on Ray Bradbury’s story, It Came From 
Outer Space. Commissioned by the Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater and with the support of 
Universal Studios, they have developed the 
kitschy cult classic film into a musical. The 
world premiere was in Chicago and Kinosian 
and Blair are busy writing new songs, and 
hoping to do a workshop of the expanded piece 
in New York in the winter.

Blair sums it up perfectly: “Writing together is 
not a chore, it’s just fun.”

PRODUCTION TIMELINE
2008 Kinosian and Blair meet in New York City at the BMI Musical Theatre Workshop

2009 Murder For Two is written and developed
2010 Adirondack Theatre Festival presents the first fully-staged production
2010 San Francisco’s 42nd Street Moon presents the West Coast Premiere

2011 Chicago Shakespeare Theater presents the World Premiere Production – it extends 4 
times and runs for more than 6 months

2013 Opens Off-Broadway at Second Stage Theatre and extends twice
2014 Transfers to New World Stages for an 8-month commercial Off-Broadway run

2014 Cast CD is released
2015 A two-year national tour is launched – first stop is Arizona Theatre Company

2015 Rights are licensed to regional theatres and the show is  
produced across the United States and Canada

2016 Murder For Two has performances in Japan, South Korea, China,  
Argentina, Brazil and the UK

2025 The play continues to be produced all over the world, and lands at  
Hillbarn Theatre in Foster City!

 
AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS

WINNER: 2011 Joseph Jefferson Award for Best New Musical
NOMINEE: 2014 Drama Desk Award, Outstanding Book of a Musical

NOMINEE: 2014 Drama League Award, Outstanding  
Production of a Broadway or Off-Broadway Musical

NOMINEE: 2014 Outer Critics Circle Award, Outstanding New Off Broadway Musical

Chris DiStefano* & Rich Gray* in Murder For Two, a The 5th Avenue Theatre/ACT-A Contemporary Theatre production from 2017. 
*Member of Actors’ Equity Association. Photo, Mark Kitoaka.
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What are you currently working on (or most 
recent project)? 
Sidney Matthew Román - Right now, I’m mak-
ing my San Francisco debut in an original R&B 
musical called The Day The Sky Turned Orange 
with SFBATCO in collaboration with ZSpace! 
Working with such visionary creatives and such 
talented castmates has been an incredibly 
rewarding artistic experience and I can’t wait to 
bring all that I’ve learned into Cinderella!
Sarah Jebian - In true Fairy Godmother fash-
ion, I’m busy dreaming up magical new pro-
gramming for Hillbarn’s Conservatory Program, 
of which I am the new Director! Most recently, 
I performed in Hillbarn’s Fly By Night as the 
grumpy but lovable Crabble. 
Solona Husband - My most recent project 
was playing the Sour Kangaroo in Seussical 
at Berkeley Playhouse, and I’m over the moon 
to now step into the magic of Cinderella with 
Hillbarn.

What role will you be playing in Cinderella?
SMR - I’m very excited to say that I’ll be 
playing Prince Christopher (Topher)! I connect 
to the fact that he’s the kind of guy that leads 
with his heart. That may mean he can be naïve 
at times, and more than a little romantically 
dramatic, but he always, always puts his best 
foot forward and isn’t afraid to learn and grow 
from his shortcomings. I think that’s a pretty 
admirable way to live!
SJ - I’ll be playing Marie (aka Fairy Godmoth-
er). I see myself in Marie because she pretends 
to be a wacky old lady but in reality, she’s ob-
serving the people around her to find someone 
with a good & true heart so she can reveal her 
true magical Fairy Godmother self. I think many 
of us, myself included, tend to wear masks until 
we find the people with whom we can be our 
true selves.
SH - I’ll be playing Ella, who I connect to 
because of her courage, kindness, and quiet 

strength. She reminds me that even in the 
toughest moments, hope and heart can lead 
the way. 

How did you first encounter this story? 
SMR - I grew up in Orlando, FL, so naturally, I 
first encountered Cinderella when I met her at 
Disney World! I don’t remember a time when I 
wasn’t familiar!
SJ - I grew up watching the Disney version of 
the Cinderella story but my first professional 
acting job was playing the role of Cinderella in 
a theater-for-young-audiences version of the 
story when I was a teenager in high school.  
SH - I first fell in love with Cinderella as a child 
watching the Rodgers + Hammerstein version, 
and its message of possibility and transforma-
tion has stayed with me ever since.

What is it about Cinderella that excites you 
most as a performer?
SMR - Ah, way too many things to count! At 
callbacks, I was blown away by the energy of 
the creative team and how electric their vision 
for the show was, so I’m really excited to take 
on such a classic, beloved story with such a 
cool new spin! Also, I’m over the moon to be 
working with the team at Hillbarn for the first 
time! Finally, I just can’t wait to sing this beau-
tiful, beautiful music!
SJ - I’m most excited by the challenge of 
making the character of Marie a believable, 
well-developed character. In the script, people 
think she’s just ‘crazy old Marie’ and ‘crazy’ 
would be easy to play but I’m more interested 
in the idea that she’s a magical being trying to 
pass as human but because humans see what 
they want to see, they just see her as ‘crazy’. 
SH - I’m so excited to dive into Ella’s journey 
and share her mix of sweetness and strength. 
Bringing this beloved fairy tale to life feels like 
stepping into a dream.

UP NEXT

DEC 4 – 28, 2025
Sidney Matthew 

Román
Sarah Jebian Solona Husband
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What aspect of this story are you most 
looking forward to sharing with Hillbarn 
audiences? 
SMR - This story has so many beautiful mes-
sages, but two that I take from Prince Topher’s 
story (and that I’m super excited to share) are: 
never to judge books by their covers, and that 
good discernment is a necessary companion to 
good intentions when it comes to fighting for 
what you love! 
SJ - This script surprised me because it speaks 
not just to the rags-to-riches transformation 
story that we’re all familiar with but there’s an 
undercurrent of social commentary about how 

we perceive the people around us. I hope the 
audience will take a moment to look beyond the 
perceptions of the people around them and get 
curious about what’s underneath the mask.
SH - I can’t wait to share the joy, the music, and 
the sparkle of this story — and to remind audi-
ences that kindness really does have the power 
to change everything.

TICKETS
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Why not create a legacy for a family member or loved 

one, applaud a friend or mentor, acknowledge an anni-

versary, or celebrate your own passion for theatre? Now’s 

the time to make your love for and dedication to Hillbarn 

Theatre known by joining our seat naming campaign. 

For just $300 secure your commemorative gold plate 

plaque with the message you would like to convey on 

the armrest of your chosen seat, $1000 guarantees your 

exclusive armrest plaque!

If you’ve reached the age where you need to take re-

quired minimum distributions (RMDs) from your tradition-

al IRAs, you can avoid paying taxes on them by donating 

that money to Hillbarn!

 

Reduce your capital gains taxes by gifting a highly  

appreciated security at its present market value to  

Hillbarn Theatre Inc.

 

Patrons who include the Hillbarn Theatre in their estate 

plan create a legacy that reflects their passion for the 

theatre company that gave them a lifetime of pleasure 

and a gateway to a wider world. Hillbarn Theatre rec-

ognizes patrons who have included the theatre in their 

estate plans, ensuring that Hillbarn continues to delight 

and challenge audiences for generations to come. 

By Phone: Call us at 650.349.6411
Online: www.hillbarntheatre.org/donate/
Send checks to: Hillbarn Theatre, 1285 East Hillsdale 
Blvd. Foster City, CA 94404
In Person: Drop off your donation during regular box 
office hours Tuesday – Friday, 11AM – 3PM

To Invest In Your Future and the 
Future of Hillbarn Theatre By 
Contributing to the Annual Fund 
Campaign

Hillbarn Theatre Inc. is a tax-exempt  
501 c (3) organization,  
tax ID number 94- 6121747.
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A REMARKABLE AND UNEXPECTED GIFT
Hillbarn Theatre is honored to acknowledge a generous and surprising legacy 
gift of $20,000 from the Fisher Family Trust. While we have found the Fisher 
name in our historic records, we do not know the full story of their connection 
to Hillbarn. What we do know is this: their quiet generosity speaks volumes. This 
unexpected bequest is a powerful reminder that the impact of theatre often 
reaches further than we ever realize. Legacy gifts like this help secure Hillbarn’s 
future and ensure that the joy of live performance continues for generations to 
come.
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DONORS + SPONSORS
The following donors made gifts between September 6, 2024 and September 5, 2025.

INVESTMENT PRODUCER ($10,000+)
David & Lucile Packard Foundation • Fisher Family Trust •  
Wendy Miller & Homer Wong • Matthew & Lisa WolfKlain

PRODUCER ($5,000+)
Barbara Fallon • Harry & Terry Hanson • Ashish & Nilu Motiwala • Pacific Office Automation Inc • 

Paul & Barbara Regan • Rotary Club of Foster City Foundation • Gerard & Krista Terstiege

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER	
($2,500+)
Bernie  & Cathy Affrunti
Bill & Colleen Bockholt
Liz Buljan
Elizabeth (Suzy) Cain
City of Foster City
Margot & David Cookson
Martin Drake, Morgan Stanley
Joanne Engelhardt
Kim Erlich & Jennifer  
	 Normoyle
Jan Half
Dan & Doreen James
Cristine & Jeff Krolik
Pam Lampkin & Bob Zipkin
Desmond Lee & Carl Jukkola
Morgan Stanley
Jillian Orrico
Stephen & Jan Pickering
Robert & Juliane Sullivan 
Jack & Judy Warner
Patti & Tim Warner
WolfPack Insurance  
	 Services, Inc.

PLAYWRIGHT ($1,000+)
Anonymous x2
Brett & Michelle Ayoob
Dana Ayoob
Dan & Terre Bechtel
Jennifer Bressie
Fe Casher
Saili Gosula
Cheryl Grantano Rich
David & Michelle Grisham
Douglas Handerson
Dianne Harris
Steven Hibshman
Jerry & Eve Lerman
Susan Lindstrom
Kevin Low
Lori Paulin
Kamlia Rakhimova
Manfred & Margit Roland
Andrew & Barbara Rosenberg
Michael Schmitz
Mr. & Mrs. John Segall
Robert & Elaine Sloss
Sara & Steve Steppe
Helena Ting 
Tyler WolfKlain 

DIRECTOR ($500+)
Mark Allen
Rich & Joan Biederman 
Dianne Bishop
Stephen Buchner
Cindy & Tito Canas
Bill & Pam Casey
Richard Collins
Craig & Michelle Courtin
Frederic de Sauvage
Michael Eager
Linda Ehrlich
Michele Freed & Gary 
Sprague
Gail Gorton
Sarah Griner
Elizabeth Hawley
Rebecca Howland
Richard Huebner
James & June Jordan 
	 in honor of Dan Demers
Art & Janice Kiesel
James Kleinrath DDS &  
	 Melodie Singleton
Elena Kozak
Lions Club of Foster City
Hailey Miller

Your generous support is more than a gift to Hillbarn Theatre—it’s an investment in 
the shared joy, connection, and creativity that live theatre brings to our community. 

Because of you, our artists take the stage, our students find their voice, and our 
stories come to life night after night. In a world that often rushes past meaningful 

moments, your support helps create a place where we can slow down, laugh and cry 
together, and feel something real. Thank you for being part of this magic—not just 

as patrons, but as partners in every standing ovation.				  
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Steve & Phyliss Moore
Jean Munson
Gayle Notowitz
Dianna Okamoto
Clifford Platt
Vivianne Ratinoff
Janice Robbins
Rotary Club of Belmont / 
	 Redwood Shores
Mary Rouleau
Lynn Sanford
Brandon & Lauren Savage
John & Pamela Scott
Frank Seebode
Silicon Valley Community 
	 Foundation
Maureen Simons
Jack & Judy Warner
Shireen Wetmore
Jon Witte & Katie Riggs

SUSTAINER ($250+)
Jeff & Phyllis Brown
Robert Brush
Len & Diana Campagna-Pinto
Cindy & Tito Canas
Lisa Chin
City of Burlingame 
Brian & Mary Lee Delehanty
Helene Earley
Glen Egan 
Molly Foley 
James Gernand 
Cliff & Andrea Greenberg
Sarah Griner
Jacqueline Gutierrez
Deborah Hoffman
Anthone Jackson
Marcia Leonhardt
Thomas Maffei
Tracy Martin
David May
Ed Messinger
Regina Neu
Carol Pex
Vivianne Ratinoff
Chris Reber
Alberto Rossi
Heather Sanders
Gus Lopez & May Seto
Dinah Sloan
William Spain
Susan Taylor

Jim & June Tilton
Nancy Tuck
Kathy Turner & David Harris
Ann T. Van Voris
Judy Williams
Diana Witzel
Sonya Wolgemoth

CONTRIBUTORS ($100+)
Michael Abkin
Scott & Pamela Abramson
Jodi Allison
Sonia Apfelbaum 
Marcia Applegate
Karen Arimoto-Peterson
Ballard Inc.
Jill Benitez
Patricia Boesch
Ginny Brooks
Cindy & Tito Canas
Tom Cappels
Patricia Caro
Stephanie Case
Nicole Cerra
Rebecca Cervantes
Lyn Chan 
Bob Chang
Steven & Karin Chase
Eve Lynn Cheney
Charles Cushner
Ron Dickson 
Richard & Deborah Dubois
Michael & Candy Farbstein
Jim & Margaret Farney
Maureen Ferro
Ellen Fitzgerald
Laura & Jack Foster
Michelle Freed & Gary 
Sprague
Ralph Garcia
Barbara Gardyn
Judie Gee
Dina Goetz
Margie & Bob Gonzales
Sarah Griner
Brian Hardy
Dianne Harris
Gary Harris 
Ben Hemmen
Suzanne Herrero
Kathie Hillier & Bob Boen
Judy Hisaka
Gary Hohl

Marc & Francine Hopkins
Linda Hsiao
Allan & May Ellen Huber
William Hyatt
Elaine Jacobs 
Helen Jaffe
David Jew
Kenneth Jew
Jennifer & Tim Kardos
Linda Keith
Bill Kramer
Frances Krug
Ann Kuchins
Bernie LaPedis
Lana Lau
Margaret & Michael Liffman
Ann Lin
Marla Lowenthal 
Michael Lynch
Burt Mabel
Gail Mantegani
Elizabeth Marr
Pat Marsala
Camille Martensson
Susan McClammy
David McIntyre
Valerie McNease
Valerie Mersh
Thomas Miller
Karen Moen
Norlene Mooney
Nancy Morris
Taj Morton
Fred Nidiffer
Charles Ogburn
Lori Paulin
Veril Phillips
Tracy Rampton
Josephine Romine
Paul Roskoph
William & Sherrean Rundberg
Sharon Safrin
Dennis Setlock
Marie Shell
Vincent Siminitus
Katherine Smallman
Gerald & Margaret Stevenson
Julie Stuhr
Lee Taubeneck
Elizabeth Tguchi
Mary True
Lisa & David Va;kenaar
Robert Van Huystee
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ANGEL SOCIETY MEMBERS

Rich & Joan Biederman • The Fisher Family Trust* • The Estate of Alan Hafter* •  

Jeff & Christine Krolik • The Estate of Adrienne Mitchell* •  

The Estate of Michael Wisper* • Matthew & Lisa WolfKlain 

* in memorium 

Petra Wulff
Julie Zancanella

FRIENDS
Addie Allen
Alvin & Marsha Begun
Kay Bell
Barbara Boccaleoni
Janet Brown
Jennie Brown 
Heather Buono
Donna Campi
Stephanies Case
Esme Cerra
Wesley Chang
Sharon Chortack
Joanne Christensen
James Chung
Susan Cleaver
Kathi Cohen
Marcia Cohn-Lyle
Ingrid Cotoros
Grace Credoa
Doreen Cvitanovic
LaVonne Drager
Vivien Duering
Jane Duncan
Donna Eghbal
Gelila Elias
Jason Engleman
David Falconer
Jean Flanagen
Marlyse Fuller
Judi Gemmet
Barbara Grele
Lois & Sanford Heisler
Suzanne Herrero

Nicole Heuser
Marilyn Higuera
Richard Holbrook
Khoi Huynh
Jennifer Inouye
Kathryn Itomura
Yana Karneyenka
Archana Khanolkar
Marjorie Kobe 
Carolyn Leonard
Lorraine Loye
Ana Lucas
Lingyun Luo
Annamarie MacLeod
Denies Maisel
Gail Mantegani
Peter Loranger & Georgia 
Marszalek
Vicki Mavroudis
Anne Marie McGraw
David McIntyre
Eric Melski
Anne Miltmore
Diana Mitchell
Charlene Miyashita
Karen Moen
Bruce Mussell
Patricia Nachin
Charlotte Neinstein 
Erin O’Boyle
Dan & Lisa O’Brien
Joseph O’Brien
Donna Ornitz
Nicole Papas
Sylvia Payne
Veril Phillips
Chuck Rategan

Joyce Reynolds
Richard Romano
Brenda Rose
Charlene Rosenbaum 
Marko Rukonic
Beverly Saylor
James & Kari Schnapp
Sharon Schwartz
Jean Sebring
Liana Sefanov
Judi Seip
Judy Smith-Kennedy
Jeanne Sole
Mary Solomon
Helen Stevens
Maria Stoimenova
Patricia Strohlein
Rita Takvorian
Dorothy Theurer
Bredette Thomas
Patricia Tobias
Mary Lou Torre
Ann Townsager
Susan Trubow
Patrick & Marilyn  
	 Vandenbroeck
Cara Vonk
Vivian Wang
Gin Wesener
Paula Wold
Martha Yamamoto
Terri Yu
Marsha Zanetti Kane
Marko Zivanovic
Priscilla Zurcher

Hillbarn Spring Gala 2025  
Auction Item Donors	
Liz Buljan	
Jeff & Christine Krolik	
Nolan Miranda & Armando Breiz	
Dr. Stephen & Mrs. Jan Pickering	
Paul & Barbara Regan 	
Steve & Sara Steppe	
Lisa & Matthew WolfKlain	
Melissa WolfKlain	
	

Hillbarn Spring Gala 2025  
Table Sponsors	
Liz Buljan	
Doris Duncan	
Wendy Miller & Homer Wong	
Paul & Barbara Regan	
Lisa & Matthew WolfKlain,  
	 WolfPack Insurance Services, Inc.	



SAVE 25%
Apply your Sound of Music 

ticket to a season subscription.  

GIVE THE GIFT OF LAUGTER, MUSIC, 
AND ROMANCE!

Join us for the final shows of our 2023-24 season.


